How Did We Get Here? The Divided States of America, Part 1
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Drawing on recent interviews with a wide array of insightful and diverse sources, including political leaders of both parties, as well as the team’s wealth of reporting over the past decade, Divided States gets inside the major turning points of the Obama presidency, the conflict within the Republican party and the rise of anti-establishment forces in American politics.
From Sarah Palin’s anti-elite message, to the bailout of Wall Street banks, to the battle over the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”), to the killings of Trayvon Martin and worshippers in a Charleston church, the series finds an epic narrative that begins even as Barack Obama was promising hope and change, and leads right up to the election of Donald Trump.
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/divided-states-of-america/#video-1 (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
1.  Who is referred to as a rejection of everything Barack Obama stood for as a candidate and as a president?
2.  What is the great irony of the Obama presidency?
3.  Which state was an early litmus test for whether white voters would vote for a mixed race candidate in a mostly white state?
4.  Who did John McCain eventually pick as his candidate for vice-president?
5.  What NBC sketch comedy show lampooned McCain’s choice for vice-presidency regularly, making a joke out of her candidacy?
6.  What outspoken reverend became a subject of controversy for Obama’s campaign, nearly destroying his candidacy? 
7.  What is described as a red line that was never crossed in the 2008 campaign?
8.  Which presidential candidate is described as melting down in the moment of reaction to the 2008 financial crisis?  Who, by comparison dominated the meeting to discuss the passing of a financial bailout package?
9.  Who was chosen as Obama’s treasury secretary?
10.  What was the Republicans’ strategy in the wake of Obama’s election?
11.  Anger towards people of what profession was particularly high in the beginning of 2009?
12.  Why were both people on the Left and the Right angry about the Wall-Street bailouts?
13.  On what cable news network was the match lit for a populist backlash that would come to be known as The Tea Party?
14.  What was the Republican game plan on health care?
15.  Comments about what incident in Cambridge ignited another racial controversy for president Obama?
16.  What kind of racially charged images were typical of Tea Party rallies?
17.  What was Obama’s biggest misunderstanding of American politics?
18.  Which Republican representative screamed “you lie” at Obama during the State of the Union address?   What was the specific policy topic that elicited the reaction?
19.  What senator was elected to the “Kennedy seat” in Massachusetts amidst the health care debate?
20.  How many Republicans in the House and Senate voted for the Affordable Care Act, otherwise known as Obamacare?
21.  What was the name for the Republican platform generated for a new generation of conservative legislators?
22.  Which party won control of the U.S. House of Representatives in 2010?

